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The History of the Santa Susana Pass State Historic Park

» This presentation was
inspired by the 25t
anniversary of the
Santa Susana Pass
State Historic Park
(SSPSHP).

The Park was
dedicated in January
1998, and a local
dedication ceremony
was held in May 1998
at Chatsworth Park
South.

02/21/2023

Join us for the 25"
anniversary of the

Santa Susana Pass
State Historic Park

March 19, 9:00-1:00 Hikes depart on the hour

All walks led by Santa Susana Pass State
Historic Park volunteer Hike Leaders

Trained by the California Department of Parks and Recreation

Supported by the Foundation for the Preservation of the Santa
Susana Mountains FPSSM.org

+ Welcome Walk from 9:00-11:00. Meet @Andora Trailhead. Hike Leaders:

Jill and Jeff. Difficulty Level: Moderate

« Spahn Ranch Hike from 10:00-12:00. Meet @the Rocky Peak parking lot

on Santa Susana Pass Road. Hike Leader: Michelle. Difficulty Level.
Difficult

« Miranda Loop Wildflower Hike from 11:00-1:00. Meet @Andora

Trailhead. Hike Leader: Dottie. Difficulty Level: Difficult

« Stagecoach Trail Hike from 12:00-2:00. Meet @Andora Trailhead. Hike

Leader. Teena. Difficulty Level: Difficult

* Welcome Walk from 1:00-3:0. Meet @Andora Trailhead. Hike Leader:

Richard. Difficulty Level: Moderate

Rain, temperatures exceeding 95 degrees or red flag warnings cancel hike.
Bring water. Long-sleeved pants & shirt, walking stick, & close-toed shoes
recommended.

Parent must accompany minors. Dogs on leash are welcome.

For more information or to join the park’s email list, please contact
santasusanafriends@amail.com

To support programs in this State Park, visit FPSSM.org

o After a brief

introduction of the
SSPSHP, this
presentation will focus
on the volunteers who
created the park, and
their continuing efforts
to maintain the park,
train volunteers, and
lead hikes.
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Introduction

* The Santa Susana Pass State
Historic Park is a California
State Park of 670 acres.

» Located in the city of Los
Angeles, in Los Angeles County
on the boundary between Ventura
and Los Angeles counties,
between the communities of
Chatsworth and Simi Valley.
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Santa Susana Pass State Historic Park

with the Old Santa Susana Stage Road

(in red, from the Andora trailhead). The

star marks the 1939 historic plaque for
the stage road.

L TORANGA CAN, BL V!

Il LASSEN
Tat e » L]

AVE *

P

02/21/2023 Chatsworth Historical Society - History of the Santa Susana Pass State Historic Park 3



Introduction

* In January 1972, the Old Santa Susana Stage Road was
declared Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument #92

* In 1974, 174 acres was listed on the National Register of
Historic Places, identified in brown on the map to the right.

» The Park is a steep, rugged landscape, created by
materials deposited in deep marine canyons some 70
million years ago.

» Las Pilitas (Spanish for “the little basins.”) The name of
the central portion of the Park at the bottom of Devil’s
Slide. This name was used by the Fernandefios who
were interviewed by J. P. Harrington in the early 1900s.

« 1859 Old Santa Susana Stage Road
« 1892 Chatsworth Park Quarry
» 1903 Railroad tunnel to Simi Valley
« 1939 Stage Road plaque
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https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=24154

Introduction B

 Kiosks with park brochures (which include the map at

right) and information regarding upcoming hikes are
at the four main trailheads:

* Andora Trailhead, 9861 Andora Ave, Chatsworth
e Larwin Trailhead, 10249 Larwin Ave, Chatsworth

e Chatsworth Park South, 22360 Devonshire St,
Chatsworth

 Lilac Lane Trailhead, 7700 Lilac Ln, Simi Valley

Santa Susana Pass State Historic Park,
Park Brochure map
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https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=611

Table of Contents

This presentation will cover the following items:

« The first six years, 1969 to 1974 - Jan Hinkston and the founding of the
SSMPA and FPSSM

* The next 23 years, 1975 to 1998 — Land acquisitions culminating in the State
Park designation, and volunteer efforts to educate the public about the park.

» 1986- A short clip from the “Santa Susana Where the Past is Present” promotional
video.

» 1998 — A short video trailer from the 1998 dedication video, and a short clip of Jan
Hinkston speaking at the dedication.

* The next 25 years, 1998 to 2023 — The drive for improvements, Educational
materials created by State Parks, and Volunteer efforts, in coordination with
California State Parks, to maintain the park, train volunteers, and lead hikes.

« Alisting of Educational Resources
* Appendix 1 - A History of The SSMPA by Jan Hinkston (up to 1973)
« Appendix 2 - Acquisition Summary by Parcel (670 acres)
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The first six years, 1969 to 1974

A History Of The SSMPA

By JANICE HINKSTON
President SSMPA

Janice Hinkston was an elementary
school teacher at Chatsworth Park
Elementary. She lived on Jensen Drive
in West Hills, across from the
Chatsworth Reservoir and just north of
Dayton Canyon.

She tells the History of the Santa
Susana Mountain Park Association
(SSMPA) in the 1973 commemorative
book “SANTA SUSANA over the
pass... into the past”, pages 6-13.

Jan noticed some oak trees down on
her drive to work, and decided to
attend a meeting of “Chatsworth
Beautiful” in May, 19609.

And she joined some committees.

The complete 8 page “A History of the
SSMPA” is in the Appendix.

For over ten years now, from my house and yard, I
have seen one of nature’s greatest artistic master-
pieces ... with all the elements of art right there —
unsurpassed — line, form, color, rhythm, variety,
and unity too, as only nature can unify. Each day I
see the west end of the San Fernando Valley, and
the rugged escarpments above. Each day I feel how
lucky I am to live in what still feels like the coun-
tryside, and to work within view of the breathtaking
and unique rock formations of the Simi Hills.

As a teacher of young children, I feel strongly that
they need the freedom to explore the hills and
canyons, trees and flowers, and birds and animals
that nature has placed so beautifully around our vast
city.

Not only children, but people of all ages, all
backgrounds, respond to the freshness, openess, un-
planned, wunstructured beauty in our mountains.
With so many millions of us tied to concrete and
asphalt, how crucial it is for us to have close access
to nature and all its works.

One morning I drove by Chatsworth Reservoir on
my way to school, and was appalled by the hundreds
of ancient oaks laying severed on the ground on the
north side along Valley Circle Blvd.,, I couldn’t
believe such a violent thing could occur in this day

and age without warning — for what reason? This
incident was the one that triggered my getting in-
volved in community life for the first time. How long
had I watched this rape of the land and not done
anything — thinking like everybody else, “Oh,
they’ll stop it, before it goes too far.” By “they,” I
suppose I meant the Government officials. Ha! How
naive that was! I was soon to get my first lesson on
just who “they” really are in our society. I had seen
a notice in the paper about a second meeting of a
newly-formed group named “Chatsworth Beautiful.”

Chatsworth Beautiful was forming committees
that night in May, 1969. One immediate concern was
a proposed dump site in the beautiful canyon just
south of Santa Susana Pass Road. Imagine! That
was the epitomy of our stupid land use practices in
Los Angeles. Co-chairmen, Chuck Smith and Nanci
Oliva, were very intelligently and modestly
proceeding, and my turn soon came to voice my con-
cerns about Chatsworth Reservoir and preserving
those gorgeous mountains that most of us moved
here to be near. Of course, since it was my concern, I
guess I was the logical person to become chairman
of those committees. Having no idea of what that en-
tailed, I innocently assented.

02/21/2023
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The first six years, 1969 to 1974

A few Highlights of “A History of The SSMPA” by Jan Hinkston follow:

September 1969 - Jan meets with the Simi Valley Sierra Club.

March 1970 - Jan begins to study the history, geology, and archaeology of the Simi Hills.
April 1970 — letters sent to legislators

November 1970 - SSMPA becomes a separate organization from Chatsworth Beautiful.

January 1971 - a zoning variance for a mobile home development on the upper stagecoach
trail is denied (today’s Lilac Lane Trailhead)

March 1971 - LA County Park and Recs and the LA County Historic Landmarks Committee
tour the area.

June 1971 - Jan goes to Sacramento and shows slides to the Calif. Parks and Recreation
Director.

January 1972 - Fifty-five acres of the Old Santa Susana Stage Road is declared Los Angeles
Historic-Cultural Monument #92

March 1972 - huge crowds hike the Stagecoach Trail in a two-day country fair in Chatsworth
Park South, with proceeds going to the Land Trust Fund to save the Old Stagecoach Trail.

By 1973, more than $10,000 has been raised for the SSMPA Land Trust Fund.

In 1974, 174 acres of the “Old Santa Susana Stage Road” is listed on the National Register
of Historic Places.

Janice Hinkston

1973 — “SANTA SUSANA over the
pass into the past” — SSMPA pg7
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In January 1972,
Huge crowds hiked
the Stagecoach Trall
on Sundays of the
16" and 239,

In March 1972, This
four page flyer was
given to participants
at the two-day
country fair in
Chatsworth Park
South, with proceeds
going to the Land
Trust Fund to save
the Old Stagecoach
Trall.

=

The first six years, 1969 to 1974

AROUND THE STAGECOACH TRAIL

Over the centuries, many groups of people have found the
San Fernando Valley to be a desirable place to live.

The early inhabitants are gone now but they left their
mark in many places around the valley.

One of the best places to see the transition from one
group to another is found on the hillside overlooking
Chatsworth Park South. Here, in a small area, can be
found traces of three distinct groups: Indians, Spanish
and Americans.

Indian inhabitants left pictures (pictographs) painted
on a rock overlooking a midden (trash dump) containing
debris from a village that was nearby. Archaeologists
find middens to be a rich source of arrowheads, pottery
and other non-decaying artifacts.

Up the hill from the midden are the remains of a found-
ation believed to be Spanish in origin. It is thought

to have been built for the widow of Vincente De La Osa,
the man who originally owned what is now Los Encinos
State Historic Park about ten miles to the south-east.
The building was later used as a way station on the stage
coach trail.

The remains of the stage trail can still be seen. Even
from a distance of several miles one can see the scar
on the hillside where the trail was picked out of the
rock over a hundred years ago. The trail linked the
San Fernando Valley with the Simi Valley and points
north from 1859 to 1890. So steep was this trail that
it was necessary to set the brakes on the stage and

tie its wheels before starting down. Sparks would fly
as the metal tires slid down the rocky trail.
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In January 1972,
Huge crowds hiked
the Stagecoach Trall
on Sundays of the
16" and 239,

In March 1972, This
four page flyer was
given to participants
at the two-day
country fair in
Chatsworth Park
South, with proceeds
going to the Land
Trust Fund to save
the Old Stagecoach
Trail.

The first six years, 1969 to 1974

Several cisterns are to be found on the hillside. It
is not known exactly when they were built but they
probably provided water for the De La Osa family.

It is easy to understand why so many people found this
hillside a good place to live. Its magnificent view
of the San Fernando Valley and its spectacular beauty
make this a place that all people enjoy and it should
be preserved for this reason as well as for its rich
historic past.

S N

SSMPA Hike-in Jan. 16 and Jan. 23

Santa Susana Moutain Park Association-a non-profit corporation

Photography by Sheldon Moskowitz

front--plaque on the devil's slide
page 3--view from above the large cistern
back--view down the devil’s slide
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The first six years, 1969 to 1974

Two non-profit, tax exempt organizations were established to administrate the volunteer efforts to preserve
and protect the Santa Susana Mountains and Simi Hills:

« The Santa Susana Mountain Parks Association (SSMPA) is incorporated as a 501(c)(4)
* Their website is ssmpa.com
« Donations to the SSMPA are not tax deductible.

* 501(c)(4)s must be operated exclusively to promote social welfare, and may engage in some
partisan activity.

 The Foundation for the Preservation of the Santa Susana Mountains (FPSSM) is incorporated as
a 501(c)(3).

» The foundation was formed in May 1974 to support the acquisition of land, and ultimately

facilitated the purchase of the 670 acres for what is now the Santa Susana Pass State Historic
Park.

» Their website is fpssm.org
* Donations to the FPSSM are tax deductible.

» 501(c)(3)s are prohibited from supporting or opposing candidates for elected public office and
must only engage in nonpartisan advocacy.
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The next 23 years, 1975 to 1998 — Land acquisitions and
volunteer efforts

» The first acquisition was announced in
1977, the 265 acre Nichols Property (1977-
01 SSMPA newsletter )

* The map at right identifies the five parcels
at the northern end of the Park

» They were a part of two homestead
parcels, husband and wife Charles
Mattingly (160 ac) and Florence Mattingly
(160 ac). Three Mattingly descendants
owned equal shares of the 265 acres:
daughters Helen Mattingly McDonald,
Elizabeth Mattingly Nichols, and the
daughter of deceased Ruth Mattingly, Olive
Valdez.

» This property includes the 1895 Chatsworth
Grade Road, labeled in the State Park as
“El Camino Nuevo”
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https://www.chatsworthhistory.com/Documents/SSMPA%20Newsletters/1977-01%20SSMPA%20Newsletter.pdf
https://www.chatsworthhistory.com/Documents/SSMPA%20Newsletters/1977-01%20SSMPA%20Newsletter.pdf

A side story on the Nichols
(and Spahn Ranch) properties

* Charles Mattingly was an attorney living in Downtown Los Angeles.
Charles and Florence purchased two 160 acre parcels in 1909 and 1912.

* In the SSPSHP Nichols property folder, their daughter, Elizabeth Nichols,
in a letter of March 1, 1974, spoke of her childhood in Chatsworth. “We
are enjoying perfect weather here in Alamos (Sonora, Mexico). Alamos is
surrounded by very beautiful mountains, and reminds me a little of my h i i
early experience on the ranch in the Santa Susana Mountains. When we s o o
were children our father owned, in addition to the land we now hold, all of e
the property bought by Mr. Retz, as well as over one hundred acres, on
the other side of the road which is now owned by John Brandeis and is
the west end of his ranch. Papa sold all of this property to a cowboy
actor named Fred Thomson, who had a famous white horse. It has
changed hands several times since. | hope the Brandeis ranch is still
intact. It is very beautiful property too.”
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A side story on the Nichols
(and Spahn Ranch) properties

Fred Thomson (1890-1928) was an American silent film cowboy who rivaled Tom Mix in
popularity before dying at age 38 of tetanus. His pallbearers at his funeral included
Harold Lloyd, Charles Ferrell, Douglas Fairbanks, and George W Hill. Honorary
pallbearers included Buster Keaton and movie mogul Joseph M. Schenck.

The Spahn Ranch chain of title is as follows:
1909/1912 Florence and Charles Mattingly
(purchased via the 1820 Cash Act)

?7? Fred Thomson (1890-1928) with horse Silver King
(per Elizabeth Mattingly Nichols)
1928 Dr. Sharon Atkins, prominent Hollywood physician
(per author Bob Turner, Dr. Atkins owned Silver King)
1947 Lee and Ruth McReynolds
1955 George Spahn
1980 State of California Department Of Parks & Recreation

JOSEPH P. KENNEDY
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1927 Silver Comes Thru
a silent Western
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https://www.chatsworthhistory.com/Documents/PastPresent/Spahn Ranch - Curtis Automotive.pdf

The next 23 years, 1975 to 1998 — Land acquisitions and
volunteer efforts

acre Spahn Ranch site south of Santa

Susana Pass Rd.
The map at right identifies the two parcels g -

on either side of today’s 10 acre Rocky
Peak Fields, a part of Rocky Peak Church.

They were a part of two homestead
parcels, Dionisio Sanchez (129 ac) and
James Williams (160 ac)

a (Co. Public Works)® 27.230 (ac)

Code 540V - Dry Farm - Pasture -
Vacant Land

$74,549

$0
04/15/1980
$0

e Amouni

e Area 2319
Ref No. (City Clerk; None

g1 No data for building 1

S ol 3|2
3
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* Select Parcels

9 M A4S
|| Show total area for selected parcels
Total Area in:
Sq. Feet: 1,856,911.101
Sq. Miles: 0.067
Acres: 42.629
Perimeter (ft.): 11,087.559

ZIMAS is an LA City mapping tool that identifies the parcel number,
last owner change date, acreage, and the last sales price.
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https://www.chatsworthhistory.com/Documents/PastPresent/Spahn Ranch - Curtis Automotive.pdf

The next 23 years, 1975 to 1998 — Land acquisitions and
volunteer efforts

The third acquisition was announced in
1983, 120 acres, includes the Devil’s
slide, relay station, and cistern (1983-08 e

Map Sheet
SSMPA newsletter )

The map at right identifies the five parcels gz

at the westerly end of the Park, the Lilac ~ swweme 0

Lane Trailhead to the olive trees below the d{,;:;i;;z.ﬁ.u,m.o.f
Engineering, Land Records)

way station. el

APN Area (Co. Public Works)™ 80.020 (a_:) e
They were a part of two homestead et Oty
parcels, Cora Henry (135 ac) and William ~ tor oo
Bannon (160 ac) L i —

The upper 42 acres were owned by Leland |« »/ ~ & o &
Webster, and the lower 78 acres were u

owned by Douglas Palmer (no relation to R
Minnie Hill Palmer). The Palmer property _

was the Bannon Homestead later ZIMAS is an LA City mapping tool that identifies the parcel number,
purchased by Hill in 1926. last owner change date, acreage, and the last sales price.
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https://www.chatsworthhistory.com/Documents/SSMPA%20Newsletters/1983-08%20SSMPA%20Newsletter.pdf
https://www.chatsworthhistory.com/Documents/SSMPA%20Newsletters/1983-08%20SSMPA%20Newsletter.pdf

1986 Santa Susana Where the Past is Present

* The October 1986 newsletter announced a
new 16 minute video tape. The film was
funded by a grant from the Santa Monica
Mountains Conservancy.

* The video is posted on YouTube at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F2B0_fgzoiY&t=76s

* [tincludes an Introduction by Jan
Hinkston, and a Burro Flats Painted Cave
interpretation by Paul Faulstich.

» Up Next: The first 4 minutes of the 16
minute video, “Santa Susana Where the
Past is Present”

02/21/2023 Chatsworth Historical Society - History of the Santa Susana Pass State Historic Park
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https://www.chatsworthhistory.com/Documents/SSMPA%20Newsletters/1986-10%20Autumn%20SSMPA%20Newsletter.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F2B0_fgzoiY&t=76s

The first 4 minutes of
the 1986 video,

Santa Susana Where
the Past is Present

It includes an
Introduction by

Jan Hinkston, and a
Burro Flats Painted
Cave interpretation by
Paul Faulstich.

02/21/2023




The next 23 years, 1975 to 1998 — Land acquisitions and
volunteer efforts

The fourth major acquisition was
announced in 1991, the 55 acre, Larwin
Trailhead to the Quarry and Stagecoach
Trail (1991-07 SSMPA newsletter)

This was the last unpurchased portion of
the Old Stagecoach Trail that was on the
National Register of Historic Places.

This parcel was a part of two homestead
parcels, William Bannon (40 ac) and
James Hill (160 ac). The Hill family
purchased the Bannon acreage in 1926,
and Douglas Palmer owned the 55 acres
in 1973.

It was purchased by the State Parks
Department with the 1988 Proposition 70
bond funds.

ZIMAS

Search Resources

wiap onsst
Map Sheet
Map Sheet

Map Sheet

P Jurisdictional
P Permitting and Zoning Compliance
» Planning and Zoning

Assessor Parcel No. (APN) (2723010911 v

Owmnership (Assessor)

Owmer1
Address
Ownership (Bureau of

Engineering, Land Records)
Ovmer

Address

APN Area (Co. Public Works)™ 54980 (ac)
Use Code 010V - Residential - Single
Family Residence - Vacant

Land
Assessed Land Val $366,000
Assessed ImprovementVal.  $0
Last Owner Change 04/26/1991
Last Sale Amount $9
Tax Rate Area 464
Deed Ref No. (City Clerk) None
Building 1 No data for building 1

" Select Parcels

O )
| Show total area for selected parcels
Total Area in:

Sq. Feet: 2,398,327.825
Sq. Miles: 0.086

Acres: 55.058

Perimeter (ft.): 8,414.521

ZIMAS is an LA City mapping tool that identifies the parcel number,
last owner change date, acreage, and the last sales price.
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https://www.chatsworthhistory.com/Documents/SSMPA%20Newsletters/1991-07%20SSMPA%20Newsletter.pdf

The next 23 years, 1975 to 1998 — Land acquisitions and

volunteer efforts
The fifth major acquisition was announced in [ I \" BV - W =

1991, the 156 acre, Andora Trailhead to the &
Quarry, Miranda Meadow and Stagecoach o 10

!
Trail (1991-11 SSMPA newsletter)

The map at right identifies the six parcels

R Assessor Parcel No. (APN) m
totaling 156 acres.

Owmnership (Assessor)

Ovmert
Address

This parcel was a part of two homestead gty e
parcels, Francisco Miranda (133 ac) and . —— -
William Bannon (160 ac). .

Assessed Improvement Val

In 1923 Oakwood Cemetery purchased five — Gosiie &=

Tax Rate Area 52

40 acre parcels totaling 200 acres. In 1991 it e Cleis
“ Select Parcels

was referred to as the Ransbottom p_rop_erty. 3 MBS

RanSbOttom Corp. developed Summlt Rldge || Show total area for selected parcels

Total Area in:

in Chatsworth in 1987. S3 bies 6244
Acres: 156.224

Perimeter (ft.): 26,647.152

&

These parcels were also purchased with

bond funds. ZIMAS is an LA City mapping tool that identifies the parcel number,
last owner change date, acreage, and the last sales price.
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https://www.chatsworthhistory.com/Documents/SSMPA%20Newsletters/1991-11%20SSMPA%20Newsletter.pdf

The January 1998 State Park Dedication

On January 27, 1998, The California and State Park Recreation Commission designated
the Santa Susana Pass State Historic Park. (the article below was published Jan 26t™)

(3
Peopie have thought I was dreaming the impossible dream, but it was just
too important to give up.”
mmm,mmu-bwmdamvumm

.

® Preservation: State
commission is expected to
designate Chatsworth area
used by Indians, explorers and
modern-day nature lovers a
historic site.

By T. CHRISTIAN MILLER

and EDWARD M, YOON
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

HATSWORTH —Native Ameri-

cans once built a thriving village

in the shadow of the jutting

boulders here. Later, Mexican
settlers raised adobe hames Then came
the stagecoaches, rattling across steep
and rocky roads.

Now, the 670-acre site of grassy trails
and sandstone bluffs ticked in the hills
above Chatsworth |8 set to take on its
next role; the state’s newest histaric

park,

The designation, expected (o come
Tuesday at a California State Park and
R C inig. will not

bring any di o
the site just south of Sanla Susana Pass
Road. Nonotheless, park boosters call it

an lmpwumswp
'm thrilled" sald Janice Hinkston,

wha began working in 1970 tc win
recognition of the tract, which often is
overiooked even by local residents.
“People have thought [ was dreaming
the impassible dream, but it was just Loo
imj 0l Lo give up.”

pporters. have ot least one fear
about the area's increased visibility,
though, Past publicity has brought van.
dals, who spray-painted rocks, and pot
hunters, who dug up chunks of éarth in a
search for artifacts: Such excavation is
illegal and carries the passbility of a
{wo- year prison sentence or a atiff fine.

Filled with steep cliffs, sharp ridges
and abundant wildlife, the area’s varied
geography is matched by a rich history
dating back thousands of years, when it
served as @ border outpost of the Chu-
mash and Tongva cultures, The village, a
sort of ancient Tijuana where two cul-
tures often met, shows influences from
both tribes, and It numbered between 50
and a few hundred people, say local
archeologists,

In the late 1700s and early 1800s,
Spanigsh explorers began traveling
through the area, and by 1804, the Santa
Susana pass 8 mentioned as one of the

Please see PARK, B4

3 -"bdunmmmuwaal sald one.

g e Moot iy IICARDO DeARATANIA / Los Angries Tines
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The January 1998 State Park Dedication

On January 27, 1998, The California and State Park Recreation Commission designated
the Santa Susana Pass State Historic Park. (the article below was published Jan 26™)

3 SI066 Of INE PABS, 10CHI IAIVEES  BTK PACCTR, WILD @ 93 -UEn SeCuoi
B4 MONDAY, IANUARY 26, 1996 / ¥ u‘u‘:m : 55§ ; . A0S
In modern history. Lbeo;m 2 Ons ; with, ‘ﬂha:tﬂym__
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B
i
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‘A paim-size piece of a metate, & stone used by Native Americans fo
@inding food, was found In the area that was home 1o Indians long ago.

PARK: Over Years, Battles
Fought With Developers

2/21/2023

recently did she move 1o Oregon o
be with her daughter and 5- year-
old

gramdson,
"I still am very passionate about

Altbough state park officlals
were at first refuctant to become
Involved with a 80 close 1o
an urban ares, began buyk
fard in 1979, Tracty, came i bits

Chatsworth Historical Society - History of the Santa Susana Pass State Historic Park

Al Knight and follower Deedee stroll a trail. The Santa Susana Mountains
0 historically significant

Park Assn. conducts tours of the
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The May 1998 State Park Dedication Ceremony

On May 16th, 1998, a local dedication ceremony was held at Chatsworth Park South
(article below published May 17)

Thom tarctres (e Huoe

Rep, Howard P. "Buck" McKaon gels palnters (rom dotent Virginia Waison at Santa Susans Pass State Histoncal Park's dedication

02/21/2023

By Metissa Schmitt
Dally Neves Stafl Writer

CHATSWORTH — It 100k 28
years, bt California’s ‘newest
state park wis worth it

On Saturduy, (e Senta Susuna
Mountains Park Assocration cel-
ebrated 1he opening of Ssata
Susana Pass State Historical Park
with an old-fashioned picnic,
Hikes and a dedication ceremony

The event park brought teats 1o
the eyes of Helen Treend, founder
of the Chatsworih Reservoir
Conservancy, a group now fob-
byving for 1he preservation of the
Chptsworth Reservoir near the

rk

Treend has boen involved in the
effort 1o preserve the park as open
space siee park potivist Jan
Hinkstod' began lobbying for the
designation in 1970

“This-is sspecially imporsant
because 1t's m the cm{nl‘n villey,"
Treend said. “We're overdevel
oped. [t's taken us 30 veurs Lo get
thisspace. and it may take another
30 vears to-get anether few acres
added on,

“It shouldu't be this way, We
should be saving open space. It
should be i cooperative effon.”

Hinkston began lobbying forthe

preservation of the historie Old
Stagecoach Tl and develop-
ment oF & park in the Santas Susana
area i November 1970, By Sep-
tember 1971, she had won for the
tratl @ designation as & stale his-
tarical pointofinterest. By the next
vear, Hikston and Ber followers
had 35 more acres of the trail
destgnuted.

Since thit time Hinkston and
the park assocmtion bave kobbied
tirddessty 1o win the park the his-
toncal deaignation, They eventu-
wily want to expand the park with
the purchase of 428 more acres

Ted Dent, the association’s
recording secrelary, cun’ remerns
ber the day he began working for
(e park to the garly 19704, He had
gone (o pick up Bis davahter from
kindergarten, and  her teacher
asked if be wanied (o go oo o lake
with ber class that Saturday
“My daushter is 32 now," Dest
Wer the ceremony,
yeuss  I've been

. Park opens after 28-year fight

involved in this.”

Winning the designation af that
time scenved beyond everyone's
wildest decams, he said, “Thissa
dream come true, When we first
started hiking thistrail it was about
tobeturned intoatrailer park, This
15 just beyood belief,”

There ure witifacts in those
mountains, Dent said, adding.
“This s older  than the
Himalayas."

Alss meluded o the portion of
the mountams now protected by
the historical designation is the
famous [verson Movie Ranch

Hundreds of western films were
made on four locations acar the
Sunta  Susapn Pass,  including
Corrigapyille, which has been
saved.

Thiere s an Indian village and 3
sulfur spring sised by the Indiins.
Reul stagecouches crossed over the
Santa Susana Pass between 1860
and 1890, Evidence of the many
Lypes of transportation used in the
fast two centuries 1s still visble,

There #lso ure olive trées
believed 10 have beéen cut from
thase ot the San  Femnundo

Chatsworth Historical Society - History of the Santa Susana Pass State Historic Park

Sants Susana
Pass State
Historic Park

a-t
3
¥
g
2

A==

Mission ,

The Stagecoach Truil 13 the key
o the historical designation. as it
15 the gateway 1o the San Fernando
and Stmi valleys. It is histed oo the
National Register of the Historic
Places and is o Los Angeles City
Historieal Cultural Mooument

Associition members say their
efforss will now turn toward the
park's lunding and management
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS AND
SPONSORS

California Acrials

Chatewerth Community Co-ordinating Conneil
Chatswerth Wemen's Club

COSTCO, Canoga Park

COSTCO, Nerthridge

Farmers and Charmers

Gelzon's Market, Nocthridge

Hughes Family Markzet, Chatsworth

LA, City Department of Packes and Recreation
Chatoworth Parle South—Staff)

MeDenald's Restaurant, Chatewerth
Ralphs Grocery, Chatswarth
Santa Susana Pass Risteric District Committes

Valley Aires (Society for the Preservation and
Encoaragemeat of Barber Shop Singing in America)

Valley Area Search and Reccus, Inc.

Chatsworth Historical Society -

The 1998 State Park Dedication Ceremony

On May 16th, 1998, a local dedication ceremony was held at Chatsworth Park South

Santa Susana
Pass
California State
Historic Park

“MAY IS CALIFORNIA

STATE PARKS

MONTH” Dedication

Ceremony

Saturday
May 16, 1998
Chatsworth, California

History of the Santa Susana Pass State Historic Park
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The 1998 State Park Dedication Ceremony

On May 16th, 1998, a local dedication ceremony was held at Chatsworth Park South

OPENING EVENTS

11:00 a.m......Community Displays
Family Hikes

11:30 a.m......California Aerials

11:45 am....CHUMASH BLESSING
Charlie Cookz, Dennis Garcia,
Ted Garcia

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

Master of Ceremanies and Superintendent,
Angeles Distrier, California State Parks

Bara King
Supervisor, West Valley District, LA City,
Department of Parks and Recreation

Howard “Buck” McKeon

U8 Congressman, 25% District

Thomas McClintock

California State Assemblyman, 38* District

Acknowledgments and Sponsors

SPEAKERS

Janice Hinkston

Founder of the Santa Susana Mountain Park
Association and Founder of the Foundation for
the Preservation of the Santa Susana Mountains

Helen Treend

Founder of the Chaisworth Reservolr
Conservancy

Marge Feinberg

Founder of the Rim of the Valley Association
ADDITIONAL REMARKS

John Thorpe (Virginia Watson)

Chatsworth Historical Society

Jeff Johnston

Santa Susana AMountain Park Association
Nancy Razanski

Foundation for the Preservaiion of the Santa
Susana Mountains

12:45.p.m...CAKE CUTTING
CEREMONY
Janice Hinkston
Dan Preece
100 pm. ...cooveeen Hikes ints the State
Histeric Park

Laed by California State Park Rangers and
SSALPA Hike Leaders

ENTERTAINMENT

2:00 pm.........Farmers and Charmers

Square Dance Group

2:30 p.m........Valleyaires Enscmble

Society for the Preservation and Focowragement
of Barber Shop Singing in America

1:00-4:00 p.m....Mini Tours of the
Homestead Acre

Chatsworth Historical Society Docenty

Chatsworth Historical Society - History of the Santa Susana Pass State Historic Park
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The 1998 State Park Dedication Ceremony

On May 16th, 1998, a local dedication ceremony was held at Chatsworth Park South

» The video of the dedication ceremony is posted on YouTube as a Playlist
* Itisin 4 parts

» 1998-05-16 SSPSHP Dedication 1 - 2014 Trailer 4 min
» 1998-05-16 SSPSHP Dedication 2 before Dedication 39 min
* 1998-05-16 SSPSHP Dedication 3 Dedication Ceremony 1 hr, 1 min
« 1998-05-16 SSPSHP Dedication 4 after Dedication 15 min

* |t was digitized and shared in 2014 during the 16th anniversary of the State Park

* Up Next: The 4 minute video, 1998-05-16 SSPSHP Dedication 1 - 2014 Trailer
This video identifies many of the volunteers at the event

02/21/2023 Chatsworth Historical Society - History of the Santa Susana Pass State Historic Park
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https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLv8te7q3e40tXkAHcexqwsvz07s-vuBD-

A 4 minute video,
1998-05-16 SSPSHP
Dedication Trailer

This Trailer is part 1
of the 1998 Santa
Susana Pass State
Historic Park
Dedication Ceremony
playlist.

The trailer was made
to commemorate the
16th Anniversary of
the Park, at a
presentation at the
Chatsworth Library
on May 24, 2014.

02/21/2023 Chats

MAKING IT HAPPEN

The drive to sct the arca aside as a State Park began in 1970,
led by Jan Hinkston, a kindergarten teacher at Chatsworth
Park Elementary School

For the next two decades, a truc community cffort by
individuals and organizations such as Santa Susana
Mountain Park Association (SSMPA) and Foundation for the
Preservation of the Santa Susana Mountains (FPSSM)
gradually overcame the imitial reluctance of State Park
officials; bits and picces of land began to be bought in 1979
The community battled land developers looking to build a
mobile home park and luxury equestrian estates.

After its dedication in 1998, the new Park remained obscure
until a drive for improvements was begun by the Chatsworth
Women's Club in 2002. Thousands of names were gathered
by petition, along with letters of support from local
community organizations. Hundreds of postcards were sent
to clected officials representing the arca, enclosing the
petitions and letters. This grass-roots campaign continued for
five yecars and resulted in the development of a General
Plan/EIR that was approved by the California Department of
Parks and Recreation at a meeting here in Chatsworth

Community cfforts kept the park open through two
threatened closures by the State. Presently, a corps of
Volunteers arc working hard in the Park on graffiti removal,
weed abatement and as Interpretive Docents and Park
Obscrvers

Onc thing is sure - this is our State Park: celebrate it, visit it

“Never doubt that a small group of committed citizens can

change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever
has”. Margaret Mead, American Cultural Anthropologist.

SPECIAL THANKS for contributions and support to:
Chatsworth Branch Library, Jan Metzler, Head Librarian;
Friends of the Chatsworth Library;

Nancy Razanski.

Santa Susana Pass
State Historic Park

A PARK WITH
A PAST

May 24,2014

16" Anniversary of SSPSHP
Dedication Ceremony

Presented by the Foundation for the Preservation of the
Santa Susana Mountains, celebrating the
150™ Anniversary of California State Parks

Sponsored by the Chatsworth Branch,
Los Angeles Public Library



The 1998 State Park Dedication Ceremony

On May 16th, 1998, a local dedication ceremony was held at Chatsworth Park South

» Up Next: A4 minute video clip of the one hour dedication, Jan Hinkston speaking...

02/21/2023 Chatsworth Historical Society - History of the Santa Susana Pass State Historic Park
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A four minute video
clip of the 1998-05-16
SSPSHP Dedication

Jan Hinkston
speaking

02/21/2023




Jan Hinkston had retired by 1998 and moved to Oregon to be with her family.

In 1998, Al Knight compiled some of Jan's papers in "The Papers of Jan Hinkston -
A Collection". He also sent many boxes of Jan's SSMPA records to CSUN.

Jan passed away in 2010 in Madison Wisconsin. A tribute to Jan and her many
achievements are found in the Nov 2010 SSMPA Newsletter

A public memorial service was held on March 25th, 2011 at the Homestead Acre.
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The next 25 years, 1998 to 2023

 After its dedication in 1998, the new Park remained
obscure until a drive for improvements was begun
by the Chatsworth Women’s Club in 2002.

* Thousands of names were gathered by petition,
along with letters of support from local community
organizations. Hundreds of postcards, petitions and
letters were sent to elected officials representing the

area.

Rally Day for the Santa/Susan@ Pass State Hlstonc Park
Saturday - September 20, 2003 — 10:30,a.m. I"U()noun e

Chatsworth Park South Recruuun Center

The Park needs lundln or
cxluhu\. trail m !

enter, as well
)

ce, and a visitor
land

elected officials we care! Come learn  Laurie Dager, President
more, and meet our elected officials an Chatstor;g;I:omen's Club
others who can improve the future for P-O- Box

our Park and our children Chatsworth CA 91311-3554

History, Trails,

y Wildflowers,

4 Scenic Vistas
Hidden in the
Northwest Corner
Chatsworth

Join Us For Rally Day-Santa Susana Pass State Historic Park, Chatsworth

(22360 Devonshire Street, West of Topa mgl(‘.mwn Blud )

L

Laurie Dager, Virginia Watson at a 2003 Rally Day
at Chatsworth Park South
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The next 25 years, 1998 to 2023

» The grass-roots campaign continued for five years and resulted
in the development of a General Plan/EIR that was approved
by the California Department of Parks and Recreation at a
meeting here in Chatsworth, and published in 2008.

« Santa Susana Pass SHP - General Plan
* Under Resources Inventory
 Historic Overview - Alexander Bevil - 78 pgs
» Ethnohistoric Overview - John Johnson - 72 pgs

e Cultural Resources Inventory - Archaeology -
Mealey/Brodie - 36 pgs

z
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https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=24154
https://www.parks.ca.gov/pages/21299/files/sspshp%20historic%20resources_adb.pdf
https://www.parks.ca.gov/pages/21299/files/sspshp%20ethnohistory-complete.pdf
https://www.parks.ca.gov/pages/21299/files/sspshp%20archaeology%20resources%20inventory.pdf

The next 25 years, 1998 to 2023

* In 2008 Santa Susana Pass SHP was one of the 48 California state parks proposed for closure
in January 2008 as part of a deficit reduction program.

» |In 2008/2009, Volunteers signed up for the California Archaeological Site Stewardship Program
(CASSP) with Barbara Tejada, Angeles District Archaeologist, California State Parks

* In 2011, FPSSM rebooted to serve the need to oversee the Santa Susana Pass State Historic
Park. FPSSM has taken over the responsibility of the SSPSHP-Volunteer Program set up in
2010 by SSMPA to provide Park Observers, Graffiti Squad and Interpretative Hike Leaders.

« FPSSM filed paperwork to convert itself to a State Co-operating Agency - Cooperating
Associations Program. There are 89 non-profit Cooperating Associations serving most of
the 280 state parks.

« Community efforts keep the park open. Presently, a corps of Volunteers are working hard in the
Park on graffiti removal, weed abatement and as Interpretive Docents and Park Observers.
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The next 25 years 1998 to 2023

* In 2012, we had a Trails Day in May, k. ; ._" o i .,,, S.GIIilTl'allsm &p
with five educational centers, from | B s

the Larwin Trailhead

» Smokey the Bear showed up at
Trails Day in 2014, with John Luker
and Teena Takata

Sell-Guiided Hike, Upper Stagecoach Road:
3 2. Olive Trees lo Stagecoach Marker and
| Dack [0 Olive Trees - .9 miles - Steep!

3. Olive Trees (o Lilac Lane and
Dack (0 Olive Trees - 1.6 miles

Legend 1

Education Centers

Ef - (humash Activities
E2 - Herpelology Center
E3 - Stagecoach Center
E4 - Quarry Center

E5 - Rallroad Center
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The next 25 years, 1998 to 2023

* 2012 Trails Day at Larwin Trailhead

* Assemblyman Bob Blumenfeld
gives certificate to John Luker

* And they remove the park closing
sign
* Ray & Ann Vincent at Rock Quarry

+ Bob Dager at Stagecoach
presentation

IS PARK IS CLOSIN
DUE TO BUDGET CUTS

TAKEACTION TODAY | »
ateParks.ory

] o
StatePark:

Source: Facebook - Friends of
the Santa Susana Mountains
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he next 25 years, 1998 to 2023

» 2013 Trails Day at Larwin Trailhead

« John Luker and Jelena Csanyi

» Elizabeth Harris and Dale Chaloukian with equestrians

« Teena Takata leading a hike with Donna Nachtrab Source: Facebook - Friends of
the Santa Susana Mountains
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2014 Trails Day at Larwin Trailhead
Dale Chaloukian at entrance

Warren Stone and Jelena Csanyi at sign-in table
Bob Dager at the Stagecoach

Donna and Tom Nachtrab at the Quarry

& + g L-; ,,. ’J"
Source: Facebook - Friends of
the Santa Susana Mountains
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The next 25 years, 1998 to 2023

2014 Welcome Walk
Hike to the Stagecoach
Trail Plaque led by
Teena Takata

Including Tom & Donna
Nachtrab, Carol Lucas,
Jelena Csanyi, Ann
Vincent, Wendi
Gladstone

Source: Facebook - Friends of
the Santa Susana Mountains
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The next 25 years, 1998 to 2023

Winter - Spring 2023
Community Nature
Walks and Hikes

AII walks led by Santa Susana Pass State
Historic Park volunteer Hike Leaders

Trained by the California Department of Parks and Recreation

Supported by the Foundation for the Preservation of the Santa O
Susana Mountains FPSSM.org

1/1 First Day Hikes from 11:00-1:00. Meet @Andora Trailhead. Hike
Leaders: Various. Difficulty Level: Moderate (Welcome Walks); Difficult
(Stagecoach Trail, Waterfall Trail)

1/22 Welcome Walk from 9:30-11:30. Meet @Andora Trailhead. Hike
Leader. John Kuhn. Difficulty Level: Moderate

2/19 Welcome Walk from 9:00-1:00. Meet @Andora Trailhead. Hike
Leader: Jeff Snell. Difficulty Level: Moderate

3/19 Santa Susana Pass State Historic Park 25" Anniversary Hikes,
departing on the hour from 9-1. Meet @Andora Trailhead. Hike Leaders:
Various. Difficulty Level: Moderate (Welcome Walks); Difficult (Spahn
Ranch, Stagecoach Trail)

4/16 Miranda Loop Wildflower Hike from 10:00-12:30. Meet @Andora
Trailhead. Hike Leader: Dottie Acker. Difficulty Level: Difficult

5/14 Special Mother's Day Hike from 10:00-12:00. Meet in front of the
Chatsworth Park South Recreation Center. Hike Leader. Michelle Franks.
Difficulty Level: Moderate

—

Rain, temperatures g 95 deg or red flag warnings cancel hike.
Bring water. Long-sleeved pants & shirt, walking stick, & close-toed shoes
recommended.

Parent must accompany minors. Dogs on leash are welcome.

For more information or to join the park’s email list, please contact
santasusanafriends@gmail.com
To support programs in this State Park, visit FPSSM.org

02/21/2023

* Today, hikes are

held year round by
volunteer Hike
Leaders

Naturalist and Hike
Leader Training is
also offered
annually

Santa Susana Pass State Historic Park
2023 Simi Hills Naturalist Training

Sponsored by the California Department of Parks and Recreation and
the Foundation for the Preservation of the Santa Susana Mountains
HOW MUCH: $50 for the series; $15 per class (drop-ins)
HOW OFTEN: 12 session series - Sessions run from January - March
WHAT TIME: Each session runs from 10:00 AM — 1:00 PM
WHERE: See below
All interested must register by Email at santasusanafriends!
1/07- Native Americans of the Santa Susanas Location: SSFL
(Presenter: Alan Salazar — Fernandeno Tataviam Tribal Elder)
1/14 Oak Trees of the Santa Susanas Location: SSFL
(Presenter: Rosi Dagit - Santa Monica Mountains Resource Conservation District)
1/21 - Birds of the Santa Susanas Location: SSFL
(Presenter: Art Langton - Audubon Society)
1/28 - Archaeology & Geology of the SSPSHP  Location: SSFL
(Presenter: Barbara Tejada - California Department of Parks and Recreation Archaeologist)
2/04 - Plants in the Santa Susanas Location: SSFL
(Presenters: Teena Takata & Dottie Acker — Santa Susana Pass State Historic Park [SSPSHP] Hike Leaders)
2/11 - Critters of the Santa Susanas Location: SSFL

(Presenters: John Lauerman & Zeev Ginsburg — Herp Connection & Cathy Schoonmaker - National Park
Service)

2/18 — Parks of the Simi Hills & Santa Susanas Location: SSFL

(P Featuring ives from the Boeing Corporation, California Department of Parks and
Recreation, Foundation for the Preservation of the Santa Susana Mountains, Rancho Simi Trailblazers, and the
Sky Valley Volunteers

2/25 - Stagecoach Trail History Hike Location: Andora entrance to the SSPSHP
(Presenter: Dottie Acker — Santa Susana Pass State Historic Park Hike Leader)

3/4 - Third Grade Field Trip Program Location: Andora entrance to the SSPSHP

(Presenters: Dottie Acker, Karen & Richard Dow — SSPSHP Field Trip Program Coordinators; Bob Dager —
SSPSHP Stagecoach Educator)

3/11 - Interpretation Basics Location: SSFL
(Presenter: TBD - California Department of Parks and Recreation Interpretive Specialist)
3/18 & 3/25 - Choose between Hike Leader Training or Oak-Intensive
Practicum (Featuring Hike Leaders of the Santa Susana Pass State Historic Park and the Sky Valley Volunteers)
NOTE - SSFL = Boeing - take Woolsey Canyon from Valley Circle Blvd

mail.com
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The next 25 years 1998 to 2023

» Third-grade interpretive
hikes began in 2011, and
continue to this day.

Some of the interpretive
educational centers in 2015

Left to right

Lorie Lussier-Lawrence, Bob )
Dager, Ann & Ray Vincent
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The next 25 years, 1998 to 2023

» Third-grade interpretive hikes
continue today, coordinated by

Dottie Acker and Richard and

Karen Dow

Some of the interpretive
| educational centers

Left to right

Dennis Garcia, Terry Tanner
& Richard Dow, Linda van
der Valk & Ann Vincent
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Educational Resources

Foundation for the Preservation of the Santa Susana Mountains - includes upcoming hikes, events,
and Naturalist/Hike Leader Training schedules

Santa Susana Mountains Park Association - includes events and positions on regional issues.

CSUN Digital Collections - SSMPA - includes a 1972 hiking certificate, a 1972 invite to Gov. Reagan
to the two-day country fair in Chatsworth Park South

CSUN Archives - SSMPA - 21 boxes, administrative records in first 4 boxes
SSMPA Newsletters - 1971 to current (at both CHS and SSMPA)
Santa Susana Pass General Plan - includes Historic, Ethnohistoric and Archaeologic reports

Chatsworth Historical Society Digital Archives - includes presentations on the Stagecoach Trail,
Chatsworth Quarry, 1917 Jack and the Beanstalk, and many more. The monthly newsletters also
contain articles relating to features and history of the State Park.
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https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=24154
https://www.chatsworthhistory.com/digitalarchives.html
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Special Thanks to Bob Dager for sharing his SSMPA files, and answering many questions.

Special Thanks to Nancy Razanski for sharing her videos and identifying photographs of key
participants.

Special Thanks to Al Knight for compiling some of Jan's papers in 1998 "The Papers of Jan Hinkston - A
Collection”, and preserving the SSMPA records at CSUN.

Prepared by Ann and Ray Vincent in February 2023
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Appendix 1 — A History of The SSMPA

A History Of The SSMPA

By JANICE HINKSTON
President SSMPA

Janice Hinkston was an elementary
school teacher at Chatsworth Park
Elementary. She lived on Jensen
Drive in West Hills, across from the
Chatsworth Reservoir and just north
of Dayton Canyon.

She tells the History of the Santa
Susana Mountain Park Association
(SSMPA) in the 1973 commemorative
book “SANTA SUSANA over the
pass... into the past”, pages 6-13.

Jan noticed some oak trees down on
her drive to work, and decided to
attend a meeting of “Chatsworth
Beautiful” in May, 19609.

1973 — “SANTA SUSANA over the
pass into the past” — SSMPA pg6

02/21/2023

For over ten years now, from my house and yard, I
have seen one of nature’s greatest artistic master-
pieces ... with all the elements of art right there —
unsurpassed — line, form, color, rhythm, variety,
and unity too, as only nature can unify. Each day I
see the west end of the San Fernando Valley, and
the rugged escarpments above. Each day I feel how
lucky I am to live in what still feels like the coun-
tryside, and to work within view of the breathtaking
and unique rock formations of the Simi Hills.

As a teacher of young children, I feel strongly that
they need the freedom to explore the hills and
canyons, trees and flowers, and birds and animals
that nature has placed so beautifully around our vast
city.

Not only children, but people of all ages, all
backgrounds, respond to the freshness, openess, un-
planned, wunstructured beauty in our mountains.
With so many millions of us tied to concrete and
asphalt, how crucial it is for us to have close access
to nature and all its works.

One morning I drove by Chatsworth Reservoir on
my way to school, and was appalled by the hundreds
of ancient oaks laying severed on the ground on the
north side along Valley Circle Blvd., I couldn’t
believe such a violent thing could occur in this day

and age without warning — for what reason? This
incident was the one that triggered my getting in-
volved in community life for the first time. How long
had I watched this rape of the land and not done
anything — thinking like everybody else, “Oh,
they’ll stop it, before it goes too far.” By “they,” I
suppose I meant the Government officials. Ha! How
naive that was! I was soon to get my first lesson on
just who “they” really are in our society. I had seen
a notice in the paper about a second meeting of a
newly-formed group named “Chatsworth Beautiful.”

Chatsworth Beautiful was forming committees
that night in May, 1969. One immediate concern was
a proposed dump site in the beautiful canyon just
south of Santa Susana Pass Road. Imagine! That
was the epitomy of our stupid land use practices in
Los Angeles. Co-chairmen, Chuck Smith and Nanci
Oliva, were very intelligently and modestly
proceeding, and my turn soon came to voice my con-
cerns about Chatsworth Reservoir and preserving
those gorgeous mountains that most of us moved
here to be near. Of course, since it was my concern, [
guess I was the logical person to become chairman
of those committees. Having no idea of what that en-
tailed, I innocently assented.
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Appendix 1 — A History of The SSMPA

In September 1969 she met with
the Simi Valley Sierra Club.

In March 1970 she began to
study the history, geology, and
archaeology of the Simi Hills.

1973 — “SANTA SUSANA over the
pass into the past” — SSMPA pg7

Janice Hinkston

The following log represents a history of the Santa
Susana Mountain Park Association. My comments ap-
pear in italics.

EARLY DAYS

SEPT. 1969: Sierra Club Conservation Committee
meeting brings Simi Valley Sierra Club member Jean
Searle, together with Jan. Mrs. Searle, also had been
trying to create a park. Park concept changed from
local idea to regional plan. Photographic slide collec-
tions started.

DEC. 1969: Conference on Environmental Action
held in Pacific Palisades. Executive Director Bruce
Dowling of “America the Beautiful” heard of park idea
from Jan and later sent a $100 “Seed Grant” to get
project started.

He came to see “our rocks™ while stdl in town and
was impressed! He wrote down some strategy for us,
but we weren'’t ready for it yet

MARCH 1970: We continued to explore and study the
history, geology, plant life, and archeology of the Simi
Hills in the West and the larger range of the Santa
Susanas across the North San Fernando Valley.
Historically, both were the “Santa Susanas.”

I began to become interested for the [first time in
wanting to know the names of plants — and not just
appreciating their infinite beauty.
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April 1970 — letters sent to
legislators

June 1970 — Proposal sent to
State of California Department of
Parks and Recreation

July 1970 — The first TV debut in
conjunction with the lverson
Ranch auction....thanks to
Baxter Ward News

1973 — “SANTA SUSANA over the
pass into the past” — SSMPA pg8
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Simi Valley Beautiful voted funds and manpower
assistance for Park work.
That's when our great newsletter writer and
researcher, Doris Murphy, began to get involved.
LEGISLATORS CONTACTED

APRIL 1970: Thoughts began to jell and the first
batches of letters started out to Congressman Barry
Goldwater, Jr., Supervisor Warren Dorn, and Senator
Alan Cranston, who were most helpful and en-
COUTRgIngG

Without Nanct Oliva’s marvelous letter writing, we'd
never have gotten off the ground!

MAY 1970: Our first serial reconaissance afforded
by pilot Bruce Anspaugh. Jean Searle completed first
proposal with photos and sent it to America the
Beautiful Fund to apply for seed grant

Bruce had to land at the Santa Susana airport
because I got a little motion sickness while taking pic-
tures. That airport would be very handy for small
planes visiting the park. Jean is more down to earth
and pragmatic than I — a good balance to our team!

JUNE 1970: Proposal was sent to State of California
Department of Parks and Recreation, William Penn
Mott, Jr., Director.

JULY 1970: Our first TV debut in conjunction with
the Iverson Ranch auction ... thanks to Baxter Ward
News.

Our first placard carrying and flyer handing out ex-
perience (not my cup of tea, but necessary sometimes).
We thought we might influence a prospective buyer
into purchasing it for a park — with tax benefits, of
course.

AUG 1970: Roy Greenaway, field deputy for Senator
Cranston, took the first tour. It included Stony Point,
Iverson Movie Ranch, Garden of the Gods, Cactus Gar-
dens (also known as Manzanita Flats), and Hum-
mingbird Ranch

It was the wrong time of year for a tour, everything
was so dry! My first visit to the Stagecoach Trail took
place around this time. I'd heard about the plaque, but
had no idea that the trail itself was in such good con-
dition — and there was so much else!

SEPT. 1970: Thanks to Bob Bessom for his research
during August. Jan's first public hearing —
the LA. County Board of Supervisors regarding the
German-American Zone Exception Case.

I was incoherent — no wonder we logt! Oh well, you
have to dive in!

The worst fire in my memory took place at the end of
Sept. It had started in Newhall and literally blew
southwest across Chatsworth so fast that many, many
homes were lost. It came very close to burning mine.

NOV. 1970: Park Consultant for State Parks and
Recreation Department Mr. Mervyn Filipponi had
toured site by this time and suggested contacting local
government levels for aid.

Of course, the fire had burned away much of the
beauty we were hoping to show him, but he was very
kind to tell us that he had once Lved in Canoga Park,

and knew what he was missing,
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In November 1970, SSMPA
becomes a separate organization
from Chatsworth Beautiful.

In December 1970, a 150-acre
Santa Susana Mountain Park site
is deleted from the L.A. County
Budget.

In January 1971, a zoning
variance for a mobile home
development on the upper
stagecoach trail is denied
(today’s Lilac Lane Trailhead)

1973 — “SANTA SUSANA over the
pass into the past” — SSMPA pg9
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FIRST ENDORSEMENT ARRIVES

NOV. 1970: First governmental body, Simi Valley
Recreation and Parks District recognizes that a large
recreation area is needed for the increasing high
population densities on both sides of the mountain and
endorses the creation of the Santa Susana Mountain
Park. Subsequent resolutions of support come from
L.-A. County Regional Planning Commission, City of
Simi City Council, Regional Conservation Committee
of the Sierra Club, and the American Association of
University Women-Simi Valley, and many others.

We began to realize the tremendous scope of our un-
dertaking. We had enough intervested people from both
Los Angeles and Ventura Counties to warrant a
separate structure from our parent, Chatsworth
Beautiful.

NOV. 1970: Santa Susana Mountain Park
Association becomes separate organization from Chat-
sworth Beautiful. First meeting held Nov. 20,

One of the first decisions was to appeal the granting
of commercial zoning for the German-American
development in Santa Susana Pass. It was felt to be a
wital link,

DEC. 1970: A 150-acre Santa Susana Mountain Park
site recommended for acquisition by L.A. County Parks
and Rec. Dept later deleted from budget as one of
many cuts in LA, County Budget. (In County brochure,
soon-to-be-developed Iverson Ranch acknowledged as
potential County Park area — as well as Stoney Point

HIKE-INS START

DEC, 1870: We enjoyed our first invitational Hike-In
up the steep Stagecoach Trail, with many guests of all
ages, “walking into history."

JAN. 18, 1871: Third meeting of the group. Per-
manent meeting place and date established — Glendale
Federal, Chatsworth, 8:00 P M. every third Monday.
Announcement made that zoning variance for a mobile
home development on the Webster property denied.
(upper stagecoach trail)

Colorful and informative slide presentations con-
tinued at clubs, government agencies, schools, fairs,
conferences.

Two people and two organizations should get special
mention here: Mary Gorman tried to write thank you's
to everyone (in spite of a lost list of helpers from the
Hike-In} and also began a series of fund raising ac-
tivities (cookie sales, market research, etc) as conser
vation chairman of the Canoga Park Junior Women's

Club. Joy Totschek became chairman of a major fund
rsing effort: the Stagecoach Trail Sponsor Book in
confunction with the Chatsworth Junior Women's
Club, It 1s people like these whose abilities together
with hard work and devotion have made the
organization successful.
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In February 1971, a feasibility
study of the proposed Park is
requested by Assemblyman
Cline.

In March 1971, LA County Park
and Recs and the LA County
Historic Landmarks Committee
tour the area.

In June 1971, Jan goes to
Sacramento and shows slides to
the Calif. Parks and Recreation
Director.

1973 — “SANTA SUSANA over the
pass into the past” — SSMPA pg10
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Club. Joy Totschek became chairman of a major fund
rmusing effort: the Stagecouch Trail Sponsor Book in
confunction with the Chatsworth Junior Women's
Club. It is people like these whose abilities together
with hard work and devotion have made the
organization successful.

FEB. 1971: Assemblyman Robert Cline began
drawing up legislation requesting a feasibility study of
the propesed Santa Susana Mountain Park.

Yeah!

ZONING CASE LOSES

FEB. 1971: Even though there had been a fire and an
carthquake since the first hearing last September, the
LA, County Board of Supervisors would not consider
new evidence. We lost the Zoning Appeal Case for com-
mercial zoning on the Santa Susana Pass Rd. (We even
had a new resolution of support from the L.A. Regional
Planning Commission.)

MAR. 1971: Los Angeles County Park and
Recreation Commission and department members
toured area Also Mr. Orrin Fox, member of the
California State and Los Angeles County Historie Lan-
dmarks Committee.

Mr. Fox helped us prepare formal requests for
County and State recognition of the historical merit of
the Stagecoach Tradl.

APRIL 1971 We were gratified to learn from the
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, Department of the In-
terior, that the Santa Susana Mountains would be in-
cluded in their national Urban Park Studies for the Los
Angeles Region

JUNE 1971 Jan goes to Sacramento; shows slides
before State Natural Resources and Conservation Com-
mittee and Calif. Parks and Recreation Director, Mr.
William Penn Mott, to encourage them to pass both
bills, AB 2470 and ACR 83 — a back-up bill with no
funds attached for feasibility study of Santa Susana
Mountains. Jan also encourages them to pass SJR 23, a
bill to include the mountains in a national urban park
study, a federal effort to procure urban parks near large
population areas.

Marge Feinberg and I had a busy exciting day.

JUNE 1871: Urged Los Angeles County Supervisors
to reinstate allocation for 150 acre site in park

No way

JULY 1971: Resolution Chapter 105 (formerly SJR
23) comes through Sacramento. Those coauthoring
SJR 23 were Senator Cusanovich and Senator Harmer
from Los Angeles County, Senator Lagomarsino and
Assemblyman MacDonald from Ventura County.

(SR 23 formally requested the Federal government
to include the Santa Susana Mountains in the
National Urban Park study.)
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In September 1971 the Santa
Susana Stagecoach Trail is
approved as a Point of Historical
Interest by the California

Historical Landmarks Committee.

In January 1972 Fifty-five acres
of the Old Santa Susana Stage
Road is declared Los Angeles

Historic-Cultural Monument #92

1973 — “SANTA SUSANA over the
pass into the past” — SSMPA pgll
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JULY 1971: Chairman, Bill Watson and member,
Hilma Cohn of The Nature Conservancy, visited key
sites including the Santa Susana Stage Rd.

AUGUST 1971: Mr. Robert Wilkinson, LA. Coun-
cilman, on State Affairs Committee, passes motion to
support principles of SJR 23, relative to establish
federal study for national urban park in Santa Susana
Mts,

SEPT. 1871 Articles of Incorporation, prepared by
Attorney Don Gudin, accepted by Sec. of State.

SEPT. 1971: Santa Susana Stagecoach Trail ap-
proved as a Point of Historical Interest by the Califor-
nia Historical Landmarks Committee.

PRESENTATIONS CONTINUE

OCT. 1971: SSMPA President Jan Hinkston gives
slide presentation before Cultural Heritage Board, City
of Los Angeles. T'our of Stage Coach Trail is scheduled
for December when they will decide if it becomes a
Cultural Heritage Monument.

NOV. 1971: Slide presentations have been given
before more than 50 groups. A year of meetings with
various government agencies and politicians have
shown money s not available for this project. More
than 3,000 signatures in support of park have been
received. Santa Susana Mountain Park Assoctation
became a California Non-Profit Corporation with tax-
deductible donations.

DEC. 1871: Although various allocations are
available for open space and recreation sites, all seem
to need some funds for matching And because owners
of the Stagecoach Trail parcels were interested in
prompt sale, we felt we must begin raising funds as
quickly as pessible

Since the lower 138 acres were in escrow, we decided
1o try to acquire the upper 42 acres,

JANUARY 1972: Fifty-five acres of trail property are
declared Cultural-Heritage Board Monument no. 92,
Eight thousand visitors hike the old trail on Sundays
of the 16th and 23rd. An effort is launched to acquire
option on 85300 upper 42-acre stage-coach trail
property. The Chatsworth Juniors and the Park
assoctation Jaunch the stagecoach trail sponsor book.
End of January, escrow dropped on lower 136 acres of
stagecoach trail property.
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In February 1972 the Santa
Susana Mountain Park is
requested to be designated as a
park on the L.A. City Master
Plan.

In March 1972 huge crowds hike
the Stagecoach Trail in a two-day
country fair in Chatsworth Park
South, with proceeds going to the
Land Trust Fund to save the Old
Stagecoach Trail.

1973 — “SANTA SUSANA over the
pass into the past” — SSMPA pgl2
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Our deepest gratitude goes to all the individuals and
organizalions whose efforts contributed so much to the
great success of the hike-ins and the country fair in
March

FEB, 1972: Columnist Art Seidenbaum visits the
trail. Los Angeles Times (Feb, 17) tells of his interest,
Simi Channel 8 shows entire slide presentation during
interview,

Both the Los Angeles City Recreation and Parks
Commission and Recreation and Parks Commitice of
the City Council endorse the Santa Susana Mountain
Park and request area be designated as park on LA,
City Master Plan.

MORE ENDORSEMENTS

84th birthday celebration in two-day country fair in
Chatsworth Park South sponsored by Santa Susana
Mountain Park Association with proceeds to Land
Trust Fund to save Old Stagecoach Trail. Sears SAVE
project organizes a bike rally. Jan Hinkston and Joy
Totschek go to San Francisco regional office of the US
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation to investigate progress
of federal feasibility study which had been delayed, and
discovered no funds were available at present to in-
clude Santa Susana Mountaing in national park study
as specified by SJIR 23.

Santa Susana Mountain Park Association begins el
fort to get MAI appraisal on 178-acre stagecoach
property to entitle us to matching federal funds for
purchase of property.

A special thanks to the Guilmettes and the Lusters
for their monumental efforts in making the fair and
parade a SUccess

Realized the need for a State approved appraisal so
that we could begin negotiation with property owners
and begin filing for matching funds. America the
Beautiful will send $1,000 for Land acquisition when
our attomey notifies them negotiations are underway.
A formal apprausal is costly, but necessary, we learned.
Zelma Skillman, our vice-president, worked on the ap-
praisal.

APRIL 1972: Adele Sax and Dr. James N. Hill in-
vestigate possibility of having UCLA conduct ar-
cheological digs on lower 136 acres of stagecoach
property. Permission is granted by UCLA Ar-
cheological Survey

Now we are lacking Mr. Palmer’s permission for the
dig.

Chatsworth Historical Society - History of the Santa Susana Pass State Historic Park 50



Appendix 1 — A History of The SSMPA

In June 1972 there were three
hike-ins, including a private one
for the Museum Alliance.

By 1973, more than $10,000 has
been raised for the SSMPA Land
Trust Fund.

In 1974, 174 acres was listed on
the National Register of Historic
Places.

1973 — “SANTA SUSANA over the
pass into the past” — SSMPA pg13
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LANDOWNERS COOPERATE

MAY 1972: SSMPA board toured the north side of
the Santa Susana Mountains owned by Newhall Land
and Farming, and were gratified to learn that they are
concerned with conservation of the land. These moun-
tains have a grass and oak forest, geologically
significant fault areas, and historic oil wells,

This was such a dry year, even the north side was
dry. Walter Houk from Sunset Magazine went with us,
but it was a hazy day for photographs. Thanks to Jean
Searle for her continued interest and transportation,
and thanks also to Captl. Audie Callaway for Rocky
Peak lour.

JUNE 1972: Three hike-ins, including a private one
for the Museum Alliance.

Our San Fernando Valley Arca Chairman, Zorka
Nelson, a dynamic, caring, lover of nature and history,
made a very special Hike-in chairman.

Thanks to Supervisor Dorn, the helicopter nde was
great fun, but helped us realize that we would see bet-
ter on the ground. (I got sick.) So for the State parks
tour, he provided us with other transportation,

JUNE 1572: Assemblyman Cline arranged for a high
level tour to launch the State Feasibility Study. Guesta
included Robert H. Meyer, Deputy Director of the
State Department of Parks and Recrenation, Emmett U,
Blanchfield, Senior Landscape Architect; Robert M.
Baker, Deputy Director, L.A. Office of the State Parks
Department; Frank Hendler, independent land-use
consultant and adviser for Congressman Barry Gold-
water Jr; Jim Dougherty, representing Assemblyman
JK. MacDonald; Stuart Nolton, representing State
Senator Robert J. Lagomarsino; Jean Swallow John-
son, Field Deputy for Congressman Goldwater; and
Mrs, Warren Dorn, representing the chairman of the
L.A. County Board of Supervisors,

Also attending were Robert E. Pegg, Administrative
Assistant to Glen L. Schmidt, Supervisor, Fourth
District, Ventura County; Shirley Najemnik, Chairman
Simi Valley Parks and Recreation District; and Audie
Callaway, Vice Chairman, Simi Valley Parks and
Recreation Districl.

We all had a wonderful day — Mrs. Dorn is a
charming person — Mr. Blanchfield is a dear, sensitive
to nature and to the specialness of our mountains . .
we saw a deer, not more than a mile from the Simi
freeway, bounding astonishingly over the rocks we
were thrilled to see that after only two years since the
terrible fire, Nature was rencwing uself. We, too, felt
renewed, to feel once again a part of nature.
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SANTA SUSANA MOUNTAINS PROJECT

FUNDING AND EXPENDITURES

FUNDS APPROPRIATED
COMPLETED ACQUISITIONS
OVERHEAD COSTS
SUPPLEMENTAL FUNDING
FUNDS REVERTED
BALANCE

GIFTED DEED VALUE

ACQUISITION ACTIVITY

PARCEL

U.S. National Bank

Baer

Diesing

Eifels

Foundation for S.S. Mtns.

Oak Valley Equestrian
Conservation District

Ratz

Bryant

High, D.

High, M.

Deskin

Webster

Ramos

Gaieski

Faith Church
Culbreth

Brown

Oak Valley Equestrian
Stagg

B & L Properties Inc.
salletmaier

1st United Finance (Kimbrough)

Weiss

Brown

Haims
Orsatt
Weems/Synder
Synder

Retz
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Appendix 2 — 1992 Acquisition Summary

ACQUISITION SUMMARY

(AS OF 5/92)

PHASES I-I11

$ 6,500,000

3,753,955
173,288
314,000
2,886,757
e
88,445

ACRES PHASE
235.13) I
179.74) I
65.96) I
2.97) II
248.76 II
39.81 II
16.26 II
45,04) II
1.17 II
03) I1I
.64) I1I
2.38 III
39.84 III
80.02 II1
3.78) v
45.65) Iv
2.04) v
.55) v
10.27) v
1.16 v
8.55 v
an v
1.69 v
.61 v
1.01 v
5.89 v
1.17) v
21.25) v
21,25) v
48.75) v

> >

COOO>»>» P> >>>00000>»>00>»0

PHASE IV
$10,000,000
9,959,000
345,126
2,055,000
1,754,000
$ -3,126
-0 -
ACQUIRED
AND COST  (OR DROPPED)
= ( 5/79)
- ( 5/79)
= (12/79)
= (11/78)
$ 587,500 /19
84,500 g
995,250 4/80
40,055 6/80
3,045 g
- ( 4/81)
3,150 10/82
- (11/81)
- (11/81)
170,000 5/83
597,500 5/83
1,360,500 6/83
= ( 8/89)
- ( 5/90)
. ( 5/90)
- ( 5/90)
= ( 7/90)
3,000 7/90
762,500 8/90
230,000 9/90
60,000 9/90
100,000 9/90
225,000 9/90
160,000 10/90
-— (10/90)
(11/90)
(11/90)
(11/90)

ACQUIRED

PARCEL ACRES  _PHASE ACTION LAND COST  (OR DROPPED)
Becker ( 4.47) v [ e (12/90)
Julian 3.38 v A 8,500 3/9
Cooney 54.98 v A 2,750,000 4/91
McGuire (10.69) v 0 (4/91)
Laykin (.58) v 0 £ (9/91)
Ransbottom 156.11 v A 5,286,000 1/92
Pudenz 6.00 v A 375,000 5/92
Remaining parcels (21.75) v 0 o (5/92)

Total Acquired 670.68 $13,801,400
KEY: A - Acquired

D - Dropped

g - gifted to State
APPROPRIATIONS (BY PHASE)
PHASE 1 1977/78

$ 2,500,000 - Chapter 219/77; 443C(b) as added by Chapter 756/77
* ond

PHASE I1  1978/79

$ 1,650,000 - Chapter 359/78; 457(d)
$ 314,000 - P.W.B. augmentation on 10/30/79
P & R Revolving Fund (changed to SPRF)

PHASE I11 1982/83

$ 2,350,000 - Chapter 326/82; 3790-301-721(v)
'80 Bond

PHASE IV 1988/89
$10,000,000 - PRC, Section 5907(b)1(E) (CWCPCA of 1988) §
'88 Bond
55,000 - Habitat Conservation Fund (Augmentation)
2,000,000 - Augmentation from Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy

REVERSIONS (BY PHASE)

PHASE I 6/30/79 and 6/30/80

0 - Reduction in appropriation
- Chapter 510/80; 588(3)

$ 1,500,
$ 949,

30/81
.95 - Chapter 99/81; 379-495-392(8)
PHASE 111 6/30/84

.92 - Chapter 258/84; 379-495-721(11)

$ 189,
PHASE IV 7/1/90

$ 1,754,000 - Reallocation to Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy.
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